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What’s Growing On . . .
The latest news from the
Marais des Cygnes Extension Master Gardeners

The Newsletter deadline is Noon 
on Thursday following the Tuesday 
Board meetings.

	 IMGC 2023 (International Master 
Gardener Conference) has asked us, 
along with other local EMG groups, 
to share our friendly, Midwestern 
community spirit by creating a unique 
spirit pole.
	 This pole(s) is to reflect our style 
showing our county (or counties) and 
its unique beauty. We are to use a 
garden or nature theme or design to 
showcase what gardening and our 
area means to the Marias des Cygnes 
Master Gardeners. A lot of possibilities 
to think about! 
	 Complete information is in 
Katelyn’s email sent February 9th. It 
also includes a template for you to 
design and color in your message and 
color scheme. Remember, the bottom 
three inches need to be left blank. 
Depending on the number of members 
able to participate, we could make two 
poles . . . maybe a Miami County and a 
Linn County version???
	 So let your creative juices flow, 
spirit move you and bring your ideas to 
the upcoming meeting at the extension 
office on March 7th at 10am. Patty Trull 
has agreed to co-chair! The finished 
pole(s) are due by May 1 so we will 
need to begin shortly. 
	 What a fun project!

(Samples shown from various sources! 	
The bottom one shows a sample of all 

four sides of a pole.)

EMG Cookbook Project
by Anita Boyett-Voke
	 We know there are several of 
our MdC EMGs like to grow herbs, 
vegetables, fruits and more. We are 
wanting to come up with a cookbook to 
give out at events (at our cost) that has 
information on growing and COOKING 
(with the emphasis on cooking) a 
variety foods. If you have a favorite 
recipe (or know of one) that you want 
to share please submit to Sue B. at: 
smbohmker@hotmail.com or Anita B-V 
at: abvoke@yahoo.com. 
	 They can be submitted in the form 
of a simple photo, a word file, pdf or a 
neatly hand written note. We will do 
the rest. Please include how and what 
ingredient you harvested/used. The 
recipes will be collected and put into 
appropriate categories. 
	 Our first quarter meeting is going 
to be a potluck, and will be a great 
time to prepare and share a recipe. 
(The food doesn’t have to be from your 
garden this time of year, but something 
that you may or will be growing.) 
	 We know many of you are 
wonderful cooks and we want to make 
this as easy as possible for you to 
participate in this project. We don’t 
have a deadline at this time. We are 
looking forward to our first tasty event!  

Spirit Pole!!
by Jan Thompson



The 2023 Advanced Training schedule is on page 7. 
Please see the schedule for details on each oppor-
tunity. Watch for new programs as they are added.

Conference (IMGC) Spirit Pole 
information was recently emailed 
to all EMGs. We would like to move 
forward with this project as the final 
pole due date is May 1. A meeting is 
scheduled for March 7th, 10:00 a.m. at 
the extension office to begin planning, 
selecting designs, drawing, painting, 
etc.  
     Short Term Community Projects 
are coming up with some fantastic 
ideas for helping us achieve our 
mission in our communities. They 
are researching ideas from repeating 
the planters at Louisburg Vintage 
Park and Wreaths for Residents to 
the small, wooden bridge in need of 
repair at the Paola Community Garden, 
Miami County Administration Building 
planters to helping beautify in front of 
the Paola Senior Center. 
     The EMG Rookies are working on 
their class project for a “grow and 
cut” flower garden in our Trial Garden 
space at the Paola Community Garden.  
Budget was approved for $250 and 
seeds are being ordered.  Looking 
forward to learning more about their 
project.
     Barb S. is providing us with another 
great year of Advanced Training 
opportunities! A special shout-out to 
Barb for her researching and making 
us aware of all the various classes 
available.
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     Wonderful News!! . . . 235 guests 
signed up for our 2023 Symposium!  
Set up is at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, 
February 24th at Lighthouse Church.  
A great program is planned with 
wonderful door prizes and a delicious 
lunch. Please remember you will 
receive 5 hours of Advanced Training 
for attending.
     Everyone is invited to the first 
meeting of the year for Seeds for Kids.  
The meeting is at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Extension office on Tuesday, February 
21st. We’re excited to hear your 
thoughts on growing this program.
     Plans for our plant sale are 
progressing nicely as we get closer 
to our sale in late April. Lenora, Sue 
and Stacie have been working to 
“fine-tune” our processes and to make 
this our best sale ever. Also, a major 
concentration has been given to the 
variety and uniqueness of plants we’ll 
have to offer our customers. More 
information will be provided as we get 
closer to time of sale.
     Great Job Katelyn! The EMG storage 
area is so organized! Katelyn and 
several of her co-workers worked on 
reorganizing, ordering more shelving, 
and finding all EMG materials a “home”.  
Much improved and we’re encouraged 
to keep all our materials in their proper 
space. Thank you, Katelyn!
     International Master Gardener 

February 21 – Seeds for Kids 
      10:00 a.m.
February 21 – The Art of Gardening 
      AT – 6:30 p.m. Via Zoom
February 24 – Symposium Succulent  
      Potting Session – 1:00 p.m.
February 24 – Symposium Set Up at 
      Lighthouse Church – 3:00 p.m.
February 25 – Garden Design with 
      Maintenance in Mind Symposium
March 7 – Spirit Pole Meeting 
      10:00 a.m.
March 8 – Combined AT - Hydroponic 
      and Flower Arranging – 4:00 p.m.
March 11 – Healthy Yards Expo
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PLANT SALE & AT3

honestly! Even if you could commit to 
half day it would be very helpful!
	 Lenora has been busting her 
behind to fine tune our plant list . . . 
providing the best of the best, making 
sure we do our best to provide the 
types and quality people have come to 
expect. As always what we do best is 
us . . . talking and teaching. 
	 We start set up on Wednesday 
April 26th at approximately 8:30am. 
Two trucks will bring everything 
from Vinland in 2 loads. We should 
be done by 5pm on Wednesday and 
on  Thursday we’re there from 9am to 
5pm, Friday 9am to 6pm, and Saturday 
9am to 1pm. Vinland will pick up after 
1:00. We will do clean up, table tear 
down etc. We’re often done before 3 
with the clean up. Then we party . . . 
and go into a coma!

Plant Sale Update
By Sue Burns

	 We had a great first meeting Friday 
February 3rd. Quite a few folks showed 
up and it was much appreciated. 		
Katelyn shared the list of all who have 
signed up for the Plant Sale . . . we are 
still short quite a few volunteers. 
	 The next, and final, meeting is April 
4th, 9:30 at the Extension office. We 
would like everyone who signed up, 
and who will be in Kansas that day, to 
please attend the meeting. Katelyn will 
be posting the on line sign up the first 
week of March. BIG favor to ask. We 
need more folks to sign up and show 
up for check out and tally tables. I 
know many people plan on being there, 
and can’t commit to an actual time, 
and don’t sign up. Unfortunately that 
doesn’t work for check out and tally 
tables. We have to know exactly who 
we can count on, and do training prior 
to the big day. It’s not that complicated, 

	 On January 24th at the Extension Office Nancy Kalman, our very own MdC 
EMG, presented a Seed Starting AT session. We had several of our members 
attend this very informative presentation. Thank you Nancy!!

April 27, 28, & 29 2023April 27, 28, & 29 2023
Thursday 9:00 - 5:00Thursday 9:00 - 5:00

Friday 9:00 - 6:00Friday 9:00 - 6:00
Saturday 9:00 - 1:00Saturday 9:00 - 1:00
Opens Daily at 9:00 am

Paola Plant SalePaola Plant Sale

 913 N. Pearl, Paola, KS, 66071
 The sale will be held in the parking lot of the Extension Offices 

located at 913 N. Pearl, (Old K1C Road) Paola, KS

Pesticide-free, Locally 
Grown!

More Butterfly Host Plants 
than ever!

  Native Plants   Pollinator Plants 
  Herbs   Annuals   Perennials   

Veggies   Succulents 
Hanging Baskets   Trees 

  Hypertufa Gifts!

Master Gardener 
Marais de Cygnes District

Sponsored by:

Cash, Credit Cards & Checks Accepted

Photos by Barb S.



and her team have 
done in the gardens.
	 Helen K. 
volunteered to 
become Phyllis’s 
co-chair in 2022. 
Volunteers listed 
below will be part of 
the team to work in 
the Courthouse  
Gardens for 2023. 
We so appreciate 
all volunteers at the 
Courthouse Gardens! 
The Courthouse and 
surrounding gardens 
are very important to 
our community and a 
showcase for the Marais 
des Cygnes Master 
Gardeners. If you didn’t 
get signed up to help, 
please know you are 
welcomed to come and 
help when you can.
Courthouse Volunteers:

• Melissa Anderson 
• Susan Hain
• Stephanie Myers
• Becky Thorpe
• Bill Vandenberg 
• Carol Vandenberg
• Carol Williams
• Cyndi Wilson

Miami County Courthouse
	 Looking magnificent in all seasons, 
the Miami County Courthouse was 
built in 1898 and is now listed on the 
National Historic Register. It has a 
foundation of Carthage Limestone with 
the walls made of fireproof pressed 
bricks. The roof is black with red slate 
on the tower and gables. The interior is 
quarter sawn oak with a natural finish.  
It was built at a cost of $45,000. This 
beautiful building is a showcase for our 
community!
	 The Marais des Cygnes Master 
Gardeners began working with the 
Lions Club and County Commissioners 
in 2008 to make huge improvements 
to the historical grounds surrounding 
the Courthouse. A sidewalk helped 
improve the flow of pedestrian traffic 
through the beautiful gardens. The 
installation of a water sprinkler system 
helped immensely with the plantings to 
survive the hot, dry Kansas summers.  	
The gardens have expanded over the 
years becoming a Monarch Watch with 
the beautiful butterfly gardens which 
are covered with Monarchs in the Fall.
	 Phyllis B. has chaired or co-chaired 
the Courthouse Gardens since 2012. 
In the past Phyllis worked with the 
Lions Club but with the Lions Club 
disbanding in December 2022, she will 
work with Superintendent of Grounds, 
County Commissioner or County 
Administrator depending on nature of 
the project. What a great job Phyllis 

Garden Spotlight
By Jan Thompson
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Photos from multiple sources, some unknown.

South side of the courthouse in the beginning.

Portion of South side today.

Butterfly enjoying milkweed.



Mo Date Time # Hr Topic Speaker Location
Feb. 21 6:30 PM 1 The Art of Gardening Monet Style Gale McRoberts, JoCo EMG ZOOM ONLY!  Katelyn will send Zoom link 

Feb. 25 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 5
MdC Garden Design Symposium, 

"Garden Design with Maintenance in 
Mind"

Stacie Campbell, MdC EMG; 
Lenora Larson, MdC EMG;       
Brad Guhr, Dir. of Prairie 

Restoration, Dyck Arboretum;                                     
Kevin Nelson, DO Co. EMG

The Lighthouse Church, 1402 E. 303rd St., Paola; 
(includes lunch/snacks); https:tinyurl.com/

MdCEMGGardenSymposium

Mar. 8 (Wed.) 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 2
Combined class with: Planting a Cut 

Flower Garden; Hydroponic Vegetable 
Gardening

Connie Murphy, MdC EMG; 
Scott Catton, MdC EMG MdC Extension Office; bring a snack to share 

Mar. 11 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM Max of 5 Healthy Yards Expo See attached schedule for 
topics, speakers and times

Shawnee Civic Center, 13817 Johnson Dr., Shawnee, KS; 
seminars and tips to help make greener choices.  By Jo Co 
Extension; Free and no registration required; more info at 

www. johnson.k-state.edu or call 913-715-7000

Mar. 25 8:15 AM - 4:15 PM 6
"Garden Obsession”, KC Garden 

Symposium, sponsored by Gardeners 
Connect

Joseph Tychonievich, author of 
plant & garden books; Ed 

Lyon, Dir. of Reimen Gardens; 
Chris Fehlhaber, Chanticleer 

Gardens Horticulturist

Rockhurst University, Arrupe Hall, 54th St. and Troost Ave., 
K.C., MO; $99 registration fee, sign up on 

gardenersconnect.com (includes 6 presentations, lunch, & 
gift bag)

Mar. 25 10:00 AM 2 How to Identify and Control Rose 
Pests

Dr. Raymond Cloyd, Prof. in 
Dept. of Entomology, K-State

Loose Park Garden Center, KC, MO; afterwards Dana 
Flemming, KC Parks Head Rosarian will talk about organic 

products and how to plant a bare root rose bush 

Mar. 28 6:30 PM 1 Herbs for Medicinal Use and 
 How to Grow & Maintain Them

Vickie Vetter-Scruggs, MdC 
EMG MdC Extension Office

Apr. 18 6:30 PM 1 Sustainable Gardening 
 to Reduce Food Costs Chet McClaughlin, MdC EMG MdC Extension Office

May 16 6:30 PM 1
Native Bumble Bee Boxes 

for Habitat - How to Monitor 
& Care for the Bees

Scott Catton, MdC EMG MdC Extension Office

May 25 3:00 PM 1 Tour of Deb Wilson's Amazing Garden 
- date change due to better bloom time Deb Wilson

334 E. Grand St., La Cyne 
Deb will give a tour and talk about the planting and care of 

iris.   A time for socializing and snacks will follow.   Rain 
date will be scheduled if needed

June 6 10:00 AM 1.5 The Garden Gallery Guided Tour Marcia Ruse, JoCo EMG
In person walk and talk, JoCo Admin. Office,  

119th & Ridgeview Rd., Olathe; a picnic or lunch location 
afterwards will be planned

Aug. 15 6:30 PM 1 Garden Tool Care and Cleaning Harley Davidson, MdC EMG Davidson barn
To join K-State Garden Hour, 12 PM  1st Wed. of each month.   Register here for 2023:  h<p://hnr.ksu.edu/GardenHour 
Mar. 1 - Houseplants: Basics and Beyond   
Apr. 5 - Growing to New Heights with VerLcal Gardening 

Lunch and Learn , 12:00 PM, Every 1st Thursday of the month.   NaLve Plants at Noon, 12:00 PM, Every 3rd Thursday.   Register for both webinars at 
deeproots.org

MdC Training Hours Other Training Hours Red denotes new training or updated information

1
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2023 Marais des Cygnes Extension Master Gardener Advanced Training
Please note: More training opportunities will be added throughout the year as they are scheduled.

Please like and follow the Marais des Cygnes EMGs on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mdcemg

Gale McRoberts: “The Art of Gardening Monet Style”
	 Gale has been a lifelong gardener. After 
raising her family, she entered the Johnson 
County Extension Master Gardening Program. 
Since 2010 she has worked in the Monet Garden 
at the Overland Park Arboretum. She also serves 
as a bed captain of the South Walk section of the 
garden. As a bed captain, she is responsible for 
the planning and ordering of plants, the planting 
and weekly maintenance of the garden as well as 
the collaboration with fellow bed captains and the 
coordination of volunteers working in her section.
	 As an artist, her interest in Monet aligns with 
both his works of art as well as his famous garden 
in France. She has conducted historical research 
on Claude Monet to prepare this presentation which 
provides insight into how Claude Monet used color 
and design elements to create a unique gardening 
style. She will be taking us on a tour of both the 
Garden in Giverny, France, and our award-winning 
Monet Garden right here in Overland Park.

Johnson County Healthy Yards Expo 
March 11, 2023 9am – 2pm

Speaker Series 1
09:15 am      Organic Gardening 101• Nancy Chapman, JOCO EMG
10:00 am      Managing Our Clay Soil for Greater Success • Nancy Chapman, JOCO EMG
10:45 am      Rain Garden Design and Installation • Mae Christenson, JOCO EMG
11:30 am      Maximizing Vegetable Garden Space and Extending the Season
	         Jennifer Stefanchik, JOCO EMG
12:15 pm      Unique and Fun Vegetable Varieties for Backyard and Container Gardens
	         Jennifer Stefanchik, JOCO EMG
12:45 pm      All About Tomatoes • Dennis Patton, JOCO Horticulture Agent

Speaker Series 2
09:30 am      Garden on! How to Make Gardening Easier as You Age • Jack Carson, JOCO EMG
10:15 am      Radon • Brian Hanson, K-State
11:00 am      Tips for Maintaining Natives in the Landscape • Ted Semadeni, City of Lenexa
11:45 am      Contain the Rain – A Cost Share Saving You Money
	         Ian Fannin-Hughes, Johnson County Stormwater Management
12:30 pm      Pollinator Plants for Shade • Merle Sharpe, JOCO EMG
01:15 pm      Common Garden Mishaps and What to do About them • Bob Lane, JOCO EMG


